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SUBJECT: STAFFDEL MEETING WITH ECEVIT 

1 . IN STAFFDEL'S MEETING WITH BULF.NT ECEVIT, FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER FOLLOWED BASIC THEMES WITH WHICH DEPARTMENT IS FULLY 
FAMILIAR. HE DID ELABORATE SLIGHTLY, HOWEVER, ON HIS THEME OF 
"A NEW DEFENSE CONCEPT," WHAT EMBERGED WAS STILL RATHER 
FUZZY BUT HE BEGAN BY MAKING THE POINT THAT WHILE TURKEY SHOULD 
STAY IN NATO IT SHOULD NOT HAVE ALL ITS EGGS IN THAT BASKET, 

IN VIEW OF UNCERTAIN SUPPORT FROM US AND DISAPPOINTING 
CHARACTER OF EUROPEAN SUPPORT, THE GOT SHOULD 
ALSO DEVELOP ALTERNATE SINEWS OF DEFENSE RELATIONSHIPS AND 
SUPPORT. HE SPECIFICALLY SAID THAT TURKEY SHOULD GET AWAY FROM 
EQUIPMENT STANDARDIZATION BECAUSE THAT HAD TURNED OUT TO BE A 
TRAP. TURKEY S ARMED FORCES IN THE FUTURE SHOULD HAVE GREATER 
VARIETY OF SOURCES FOR ITS ARMAMENT. WHEN STAFFDEL ASKED 
WHETHER ECEVIT HAD IN MIND TURNING TO ARAB ARMAMENT SOURCES, 
NOTING THAT THIS WOULD NOT SIT VERY WELL WITH CONGRESSMEN 
CONSIDERING NEW DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT, ECEVIT 
HASTILY SAID THAT THE LAST THING HE WANTED WAS TO SEE TURKEY 
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HE WANTED TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH ALL THE ARAB COUNTRIES 
AND THE ONLY WAY TO DO THAT WAS NOT TO GET CLOSELY INVOLVED WITH 
ANY ONE OF THEM. FOLLOWING THIS, I ASKED WHETHER HE HAD IN 
MIND GETTING ARMS FROM THE SOVIET UNION. HE SAID "WHAT I 
DEFINITELY DO NOT (REPEAT NOT) HAVE IN MIND IS DRIFTING 
TURKEY FROM ONE BLOC TO ANOTHER." I ASKED FROM WHICH NEW SOURCES 
DID HE EXPECT TO GET HIS ARMS. HIS 

RESPONSE WAS THAT THIS WAS A TECHNICAL MATTER WHICH SHOULD 
BE LEFT TO THE MILITARY. HE ADDED, HOWEVER. THAT HE WAS NOT 
VERY SYMPATHETIC TO THE IDEA OF DEVELOPING A 
DOMESTIC ARMAMENT INDUSTRY. HE FELT THIS WOULD OVERBURDEN 
THE ECONOMY AND A WEAK ECONOMY COULD IN ITSELF BE A SECURITY 
LIABILITY. 

2. THE ONLY OTHER SUBJECT WHICH HE RAISED, NOT ON HIS 
USUAL AGENDA. WAS HIS CONCERN THAT THE DEMIREL GOVERNMENT 
WAS NOT PAYING ADEQUATE ATTENTION TO THE PLIGHT OF TURKISH 
MINORITIES IN GREECE. 
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